[What is the impact of new radiotherapy techniques?].
Radiation oncology, along with surgery and chemotherapy, is one of the cornerstones in the treatment of head and neck tumors. Within the last years, this field has experienced a remarkable evolution of new technical possibilities. New imaging modalities have been introduced into radiation planning and into linear accelerators themselves. In addition, new techniques enable the tailor-made conformation of radiation beams and dose distributions to complex tumor geometries. At the same time, organs at risk can be spared, and long-term toxicities are considerably reduced. This report presents the new techniques in radiation oncology and describes the effects on new treatment options and patients' quality of life.